
MINUTES 
ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD 

September 23, 2019 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Colin Quinn called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm on September 23, 2019 in 
Room 2 at Town Hall. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

E-board Members:  
 

Colin Quinn, Chairperson 
Sandy Marlin, Member 
Frosty Merriott, Member 
Pat Hunter, Alternate 
 

Town Staff Present: 
 

Kevin Schorzman, Staff Liaison 
Eric Brendlinger, Parks and Recreation Director 
Kae McDonald, Boards and Commissions Clerk 
 
Heather Henry, Trustee Liaison 

Guests: Phi Filerman, CORE Liaison 
Natalie Fuller, Dandelion Days Coordinator 
Susan Christman, Guest 
 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion Passed: Pat moved to approve E-board meeting minutes from August 
2019. Sandy seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved.  
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA    
Susan Christman, an attorney who has previously worked in California on the issue 
of pesticides, was attending the meeting to listen to the agenda item concerning 
the Integrated Weed Management Plan. 
 
APPLICATION FOR RE-APPOINTMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD 
Colin opened up the discussion by stating that Becky Moller has resigned from the 
Environmental Board.  Patrick Hunter has submitted his application for re-
appointment to the Board.  After a brief discussion, all agreed to move forward with 
Patrick’s re-appointment. 
 
Motion Passed: Colin moved to recommend Patrick Hunter’s re-appointment to 
the Environmental Board to the Board of Trustees. Sandy seconded the motion, 
and it was unanimously approved.  
 



 
 
DANDELION DAY 2020 
Natalie Fuller presented her interest in moving the financial responsibilities of 
Dandelion Day under the Carbondale Arts/Carbondale Creative District umbrella.  
This option is being considered to relieve the Town of Carbondale from having to 
write the check to pay Natalie for her time on this project.  To that end, she met 
with Amy Kimberly, the Director of Carbondale Arts, to discuss whether this option 
was feasible.  Amy was receptive, but indicated that she needed to broach the 
topic with her staff.  Her primary concern was the additional burden it might place 
on her staff, and what the cost/insurance burden might be for Sopris Park.  Natalie 
assured Amy that she would still be taking care of the financials, fundraising, and 
all of the organizational legwork for the event.  Natalie is proposing a payment of 
$2,000.00 for the event, as she invested a solid 120 hours into the work for the 
event. 
 
Comments/Questions: 
Sandy:  My concern is that if Dandelion Days is sponsored by Carbondale Art 
District, the focus may shift from an environmental perspective to an Arts 
perspective. 
Pat:  Would Carbondale Arts enter into a contract with the Town?  Whose 
insurance would cover the event? 
Eric:  Carbondale Arts would enter into a contract with the Parks and Recreation 
Department to rent Sopris Park, and their insurance would cover the event—they 
would list the Town as an additional insured. 
Natalie:  Brings up the Town’s relationship with the event. 
Colin:  Could we budget money from the EBoard fund to support Dandelion Days? 
Eric/Heather:  Yes, it could be taken out of the budget for 2020. 
Pat:  Our budget is $5,000.  How much would be designated? 
Natalie:  Last year, the EBoard put $3,000.00 in to start, but that money was put 
back into the EBoard’s account. 
Heather:  Last year Dandelion Days broke even.  The Eboard might consider using 
money out of the budget for a straight sponsorship. 
Colin:  If Carbondale Arts took it over as a fundraiser, the EBoard could be a 
sponsor and still maintain some influence. 
Natalie:  The sponsorships are $100, $250, and $500.  Each level comes with 
perks.  A $500 sponsorship would put the EBoard name on the poster and given air 
time on the stage. 
Frosty:  We do need clarification as to whether it would be a Carbondale Arts 
program or if it falls under the Creative Arts District umbrella.  It probably should be 
under the Creative Arts District, because that is really the economic engine, 
whereas Carbondale Arts is focused on education.  I do think it makes sense.  Now 
that I understand what you’re thinking, I can talk with Amy about it. 
Heather:  My concern is the vision of Dandelion Days.  I think we would want to 
maintain a strong relationship with the event.  If we were an uber-sponsor, that 
might ensure that the EBoard retains a strong influence over the messaging. 



Phi:  It would also model the partnership between the EBoard and the Creative Arts 
District. 
Natalie:  I would really like to keep the relationship between Dandelion Days and 
the Environmental Board going. 
Colin:  Can I propose a path forward, Frosty, can you talk the Carbondale Arts? 
Frosty:  Yes, let me see what Carbondale Arts is thinking.  I do like the idea of the 
sponsorship to help keep the focus on the environment. 
Heather:  I would also like to see the focus of Dandelion Days stay on 
environmental issues. 
Colin:  Can we invite Amy to the next meeting to get some answers to these 
questions, so we can make a decision. 
Pat:  I, for one, would not be happy about giving it up. 
 
INTEGRATED WEED MANAGEMENT PLAN 
Eric Brendlinger (Parks and Recreation Department Director) and Gwen Garcelon 
(Chairperson of Weed Advisory Task Force) presented the Integrated Weed 
Management Plan that was approved by the Parks and Recreation Commission on 
September 11, 2019.  Eric began by giving some background on the history of the 
plan, stating that it began in 1990 when the State of Colorado Noxious Weed Act 
was adopted in which municipalities were directed to develop a noxious weed 
management plan; it is now known as the Colorado Noxious Weed Act.  The first 
draft of Carbondale’s plan was introduced to the Board of Trustees in 2010, which 
mirrored that of Garfield County’s; it was never adopted primarily because of the 
language in the document.  It has been a lot of work and includes the involvement 
of the Environmental Board as well as interested citizens who were very adamant 
about not using herbicides and pesticides on Town property.  The document sat in 
a black hole until Gwen got involved when a Citizen Weed Task Force was 
organized. 
 
Gwen provided additional background, indicating that the Weed Task Force has 
invested a lot of time in the last year going through the original document.  Once 
the document was vetted, it went to Town of Carbondale Staff for review.  Although 
it has been a long process, it produced a high-quality document because of the 
intensive vetting.  The document also speaks to the overall environmental ethic of 
the townspeople in terms of non-chemical weed eradication, but it also works within 
the state regulations.  There is, however, a lot more in the process that makes 
chemical intervention far less necessary.  Specifically, a focus on the health of the 
soil so that weeds are far less likely to become a problem. 
 
They also wanted to clarify that the Integrated Weed Management Plan is 
specifically for Town of Carbondale Property, with the Parks and Recreation 
Department overseeing all of the on-the-ground management and paperwork. 
 
Comments/Questions: 
Pat:  Is the Town of Carbondale currently in compliance with Colorado State 
Regulations? 



Eric:  Yes.  The Parks Department currently uses a manual approach to manage 
weeds on the Type A list. 
Pat:  Whose staff is in charge? 
Eric:  The Parks and Recreation Department and Public Works staff. 
Kevin:  I want to point out we are in compliance with how we are managing noxious 
weeds, but we are not yet in compliance with adopting a noxious weed plan that 
meets state requirements. 
Gwen:  This plan is another thing reflects a change in the paradigm in how we 
interact with the land.  We are not calling this a noxious weed plan, it is an 
Integrated Weed Management Plan.  This is a better way to work with the land; it is 
better for us, and better for our kids. 
Colin:  What do you need from us (the Environmental Board)? 
Eric:  I wanted to explain what the Weed Board responsibility is and keep you 
involved in the process, especially when it comes to the local advisory board—
which is the Board of Trustees.  But in the language of Resolution #7, 1998, which 
is the resolution that established the Environmental Board: 
 
 “The Town of Carbondale Board of Trustees acts as the Weed Advisory 
Board after weighing the council and advice of the Environmental Board.” 
 
This is especially pertinent when weighing the use of pesticides or herbicides.  That 
has really been one of the stumbling blocks to getting something passed.  In the 
previous plan if our attempts to eradicate a noxious weed using non-chemical 
means didn’t work, we had no recourse.  In this plan, there is a process that we 
can go through in order to use chemicals. 
Sandy:  It is not the starting point, but the ending point. 
Eric:  Exactly.  It is the last-ditch effort.  The EBoard would be involved in reviewing 
those plans.  The timing of it would be the issue.  It would be November or 
December for the following growing season.  We have logs for each park that 
details what we are dealing with for each park.  In that log, it would go through 
each of the steps taken, what was successful, etc.  If we get down to the bottom 
and still aren’t successful, we would consult with a specialized land manager that 
would review all of the steps taken, and if every alternative has been tried and is 
unsuccessful, they would make the recommendation of chemical (herbicide) use 
under their supervision.  At that point, that is when we would come before the 
Eboard and the Board of Trustees to ask permission to use this chemical and here 
is why. 
Gwen:  There is a good group of land management people around that we can 
utilize. 
Eric:  Thanks to Susan Christman’s input, in the Public Education component we 
added a public registry, so that there is a notification process prior to any chemical 
use.  There will be an e-mail notification 48 hours prior to any application, as well 
as posting both onsite and on the Town website. 
Pat:  Are there areas of higher concern? 
Eric: Gateway RV park and the Bike Park still require a lot of work.  The Delaney 
Nature Park is 33 acres that needs to be managed. 
Colin:  What is your plan to roll this out? 



Eric:  The next step will be to take it to the Board of Trustees for adoption. 
Gwen:  Once that is done, we are planning a press conference to kick it off. 
 
Motion Passed: Sandy moved to approve the Integrated Weed Management 
Plan.  Colin seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved.  
 
HOUSEKEEPING ITEMS 
Although not on the agenda, Colin had invited Fred Malo to provide a summary of 
the Climate Action Strike on Friday, September 20.  Fred is part of 350 Roaring 
Fork, which is a subset of 350 Colorado and 350.Org.  Fred was pleased with the 
result, with at least 150 people attending, many of whom were students from area 
schools.  He felt like they had good cooperation from the schools, and was 
appreciative of the support of Eric and the Town.  He also added several bullet 
points: 

• Not all bags are made of plastic; there are other products available that may 
make a plastic bag ban more palatable; 

• He would really like to see the Eboard get involved in planting more trees, 
especially on the local school grounds. 

 
Questions/Comments: 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The September 23, 2019, regular meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. The next regular 
meeting is scheduled on October 28, 2019 at 6:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


